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BILL 

To prevent unnecessary Expenses in Actions 
at Law in Ireland. 



Persons against whom Actions are instituted in p ream bie. 
the Superior courts of Common Law in Ireland , and who do 
not mean or intend to make any defence to such actions, are put to 
great unnecessary expense, by reason that the Plaintiffs in such actions 
are not bound to receive from the Defendant a Cognovet Actionem, with 
a reasonable stay of execution : 



FOR Remedy whereof, 515<£ it C&nacteti by The KING’s most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Par- 
10 liament assembled, and by the authority of the same, THAT in all Defendant in 
cases, in which any civil personal Action shall be instituted against P ersonal 

• * action may 

any person or persons, in the court of Kings Bench or the court of fileaCognovet 
Common Pleas, or in the pleas or common law side of the court of Actlonem 
Exchequer, in Ireland, it shall be lawful for the person or persons against 
whom such action shall be so instituted as aforesaid, at any time before 
final judgment had and recovered thereon, to file with the proper officer 
for receiving and filing pleadings, in the court in which such action 
shall be instituted as aforesaid, a Cognovet Actionem, with a stay of 
execution to such time as the plaintiff or plaintiffs in such action would, 

20 according to the usual course of such Court, be entitled to judg- 
ment on default made by the defendant or defendants in such actions 
to appear and plead thereto in due time; and which Cognovet Actionem, 
it is hereby enacted, shall acknowledge a penal sum not less than 
the sum which the defendant shall think fit to acknowledge 
*35*' due 
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( 2 ) 

due to the plaintiff, with a condition, however, that the same shall be 
void on payment of the sum which the defendant shall acknowledge the 
plaintiff to be entitled to, together with the lawful interest and costs of 
the proceeding in such action, on the day on which the stay of execution 
therein mentioned shall expire; and it is hereby further Enacted, That 5 
every such Cognovet Actionem , shall be signed by the attorney or 
attornies of the defendant or defendants, and shall contain a release of 
all errors from the defendant to the plaintiff, and an agreement not to 
file any bill in any court of equity, to set aside or impeach any judgment 
to be had in such .Cognovet Actionem. 10 

And be it further Enacted, That if the plaintiff or plaintiffs in any 
such action shall conceive that he has reason to complain that the time 
limited by -such Cognovet Actionem, as the time at which he would be 
entitled to judgment as aforesaid, such complaint shall, upon a sum- 
mons or summonses to be issued for that purpose by or on the part of the 15 
plaintiff or plaintiffs, and served on the attorney of the defendant or 
defendants in such action, be enquired into and determined, if such 
action shall be depending in the court of King’s Bench or Common 
Pleas, by the Prothonotary of such court respectively, and and if 
pending in the court of Exchequer, by the Clerk of the Pleas of the 20 
said court. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any plaintiff or plaintiffs in any 
such action shall, after the filing of any such Cognovet Actionem, and notice 
given thereof as aforesaid, proceed in such action as if no such Cognovet 
Actionem had been filed, and if upon the trial of such action it shall 25 
appear to the J ury who shall try the same, that the sum for which such 
action shall have been acknowledged as aforesaid as the sum which the 
plaintiff or plaintiffs is or are entitled to recover, is equal to or more 
than the full sum then due to the plaintiff or plaintiffs, or whereby he 
she or they is or are entitled to recover in such action, the Judge or 30 
Judges who shall preside at such trial shall, upon proof made of the 
filing of such Cognovet Actionem, and notice given thereof as aforesaid, 
direct the said Jury to a find a verdict for the defendant or defendants,’ 
which verdict they shall find accordingly; and upon such verdict, 
judgment shall be entered up for the defendant or defendants, with 35 
full costs, as the same would be taxed and ascertained between attorney 
and client ; and it is further Enacted, That if it shall appear upon any 
such trial that the plaintiff or plaintiffs in any such action is or are en- 
titled to recover against the defendant or defendants, a larger sum 
than the sum acknowledged by her him or them as aforesaid, the 40 
plaintiff or plaintiff in every such case shall have a verdict found, and 
judgment entered up thereoD, with costs, as between party and party. 

Provided 
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Provided always, however, and it is hereby Enacted, That notwith- if Plaintiff 
standing any verdict which the defendant may obtain as aforesaid, it Judgment 
shall be lawful for the plaintiff or plaintiffs to enter up judgment upon 
the defendant’s Cognovet Actionem, and to issue execution thereon, in Cognovet 

. . ... . Actionem, 

such manner as the plaintiff or plaintiffs might do if he she or they had Defendant 

never proceeded to trial in such action ; but in such case it shall be Costs! 6 
lawful for the defendant or defendants to set off against the plaintiffs 
the demand, the amount of the costs which shall have been awarded to 
him her or them as aforesaid. 

10 And be it further Enacted, That if any action shall hereafter be brought ^ case 

in any of His Majesty’s superior Courts of Justice in Dublin , and it shall brought in 
appear to the Judge or Judges before whom such action shall be tried, cmrru.'the 
and be so certified by him or them, that such action was a fit cause to be nofbeentu' 
tried by Civil Bill, under any law now in force, or which shall hereafter tled t0 Costs, 
j ^ be made for the recovery of small debt by Civil Bill, the plaintiff or 
plaintiffs shall not in any such case be awarded or entitled to recover 
any costs. 
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5 Geo. IV. — Sess. 1824. 



